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He has himself, you very justly observed,
excluded all visits to Longwood for these
six months past by the letter he caused to
be addressed to me; and since that period,
you are almost the only English person
who has had any conversations with him.
But when visitors did go, I was not in the
habit of troubling them with interroga-
tions, and can boldly appeal to every
person who has been permitted to visit at
Longwood, or the Bertrands, for the delicacy
I have observed on this point. I should
not the less, however, expect, if anything
important for me to learn was said, that it
should be made known to me. If I thought
reserve practised I would not hesitate to
question, considering any conversation had
with General Bonaparte and his suite, which
has relations to my duties on this island, or
embraced any subject of political interest^
ought as a matter of course to be communi-
cated to me, as well as to the situation I fill
here, as to the confidence Government has
reposed in me, being at the same time
rendered by their instructions the respon-
sible person for all communications with him.